
STREET FINANCING STREET FINANCING STREET FINANCING 
TECHNIQUESTECHNIQUESTECHNIQUES   

Presenter: John Kim, Principal 
  De La Rosa & Co. Investment Bankers  

Overview: Mr. John Kim is a member of the statewide Total Road 
Improvement Program (TRIP) Financing Team. TRIP is a 
tax-exempt financing program which allows public 
agencies to finance street projects by borrowing 
against future Gas Tax and Local Transportation Sales 
Tax revenues. The program is offered by California 
Communities which is a financing JPA co-sponsored by 
the League of CA Cities and the California State 
Association of Counties (CSAC). 

 The TRIP team has been providing educational 
seminars to other APWA chapters throughout 
California on the program.  

Location: Santa Ynez Valley Marriott 
555 McMurray Road 
Buellton, CA 93427  

Date: July 11, 2012  

Time: 12:00 PM 

Dues: $25 
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To RSVP for this, or 
any other event, 
please visit our  
website at:   
http://centralcoast. 
apwa.net/ 

Mark your  

Calendars!  
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be held on the  

following days: 
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September 12 

November 14  
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Life as I Find It: Aesthetics MatterLife as I Find It: Aesthetics MatterLife as I Find It: Aesthetics Matter   
By: Michael Cannon 

Aesthetics are an essential consideration of projects, 
regardless of their scope or locale.  By aesthetics I 
mean the visual appeal of improvements, their layout 
and organization, and their maintenance.  Solid 
aesthetics convey a sense of pride and talent on the 
part of the designer, the contractor and the 
maintenance staff.   

Aesthetics provide more to a community than simple 
visual appeal.  They convey a sense of caring on the 
part of the design/construction team and importance 
on the part of the agency owning, and maintaining 
the improvement.  They communicate a sense of 
order and a sense that people care.  When a 
community exhibits a sense of caring it makes those 
in the community safer.  A well-documented measure 
that resulted in significant reduction in crime in New 
York was the city’s program to repair broken 
windows in every borough and neighborhood.  Then 
Mayor Giuliani reasoned that he could lower the 
crime rate in his city by improving aesthetics and 
conveying to those in each neighborhood that 
someone cares.   It worked. 

Beautiful aesthetic evokes admiration and/or 
appreciation.   Humanity is drawn to it.  Standing for 
its 75th year, the Golden Gate Bridge, with the thrill 
of the cables, the perfect proportions of its deck and 
span, and the majesty of the towers is one of the 
nation’s finest public works.  Its rare combination of 
great engineering, construction, and maintenance, 
places this structure in the pantheon of world class 
grandeur. 

Most of us won’t get a chance to design, construct or 
maintain a Golden Gate Bridge.  But we will have 
opportunities to be part of more common 
improvements like streets and highways, treatment 
plants, small bridges, parking lots and sidewalks.  The 
community sees these improvements every day.  This 
exposure presents valuable opportunities for the 
public works team to contribute to a community’s 
overall aesthetic and sense of wellbeing.    

One may wonder if we are losing sight of the 
importance of this element of our projects.  Look 
around and we see streets with disjointed changes in 
centerlines and curb face and parking lots that 
resemble skate parks with weeds growing in them;  
striping jobs that are poorly laid out; treatment 
plants where half the facilities are functioning and 
half are in a state of disrepair.  

It used to be that the view down the railing of 
highways was something to behold.  The designer 
knew it and made sure the profile was smooth and 
comely, the contractor knew it and took pride in 
every detail of construction, and the inspector knew 
it and would settle for nothing less.  There were no 
clumsy interruptions, no jigs or jags, no abrupt grade 
changes.  The lines were graceful and evoked 
admiration. Maintenance crews made sure repairs 
looked like original construction.   

There are many forces working against the aesthetic 
elements of our projects. Tight budgets and 
schedules, steroidal cost cutting and limited 
resources all lead to the reduced emphasis or 
complete neglect of the importance of aesthetics.  
These forces can also limit the resources devoted to 
the proper maintenance and repairs that preserve 
the aesthetic value of projects. 

The aesthetics of good design, construction, and 
maintenance contribute greatly to the quality of life 
in our communities.  Unfortunately, the opposite is 
also true and the forces working to undermine the 
aesthetic quality of our projects and thusly our 
communities are strong and persistent. If we are at 
least aware that we are constantly fighting these 
forces there is hope that we, and maybe we alone, 
can stem them and restore and protect the 
aesthetics of public works and our communities.   
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Membership DriveMembership DriveMembership Drive   
APWA California Central Coast is looking for new 
members!  We will be holding another general 
membership meeting on May 9th.  Your lunch is 
free if you as an existing member brings in a 
prospective new member.  Please introduce your 
prospective member to a Board or committee 
member so we can say hello and explain the 
fantastic benefits of APWA membership. APWA 
national also currently sponsoring a Member 
“Drive” by awarding the chapters with the most 
new members and most members by a percentage 
of current membership, between April 1st and June 
30th, a “dozen dozen” golf balls with an APWA 
logo.  Please contact membership committee chair 
Ken Pruett at 805.684.0743 with any questions or 
member referrals.       

Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities   
Volunteer oppportunities are a great way to be 
involved, network, and give back to your 
profession. Opportunities are available on both the 
national level and through your local chapter. 

There are volunteer opportunities at this year's 
International Public Works Congress & Exposition in 
Anaheim from August 26th through August 
29th. The host chapter for the event is the Southern 
California Chapter and they will be handling 
volunteer coordination. For information about all of 
the volunteer opportunities go to  
http://apwacongress2012.com/volunteer. 

Volunteering for the 2012 Congress in Anaheim will 
be one of the most rewarding professional 
experiences you’ll have!  

Beginning July 1, all APWA members will see a 
significant increase in the value of their membership.  

On that date, APWA members will be able to 
participate in live Click, Listen & Learn presentations 
without a registration fee, access previously recorded 
Click, Listen & Learn programs at no charge, access 
content from past International Public Works 
Congress and Exposition sessions at no extra charge, 
read downloadable versions of select books from the 
APWA Store at no charge, view select podcasts and 
track Continuing Education Units and Professional 
Development Hour credits without an administrative 
recording fee. 

Members will be able to access this content at any 
time, making scheduling and the approval process no 
longer necessary. 

The APWA board approved a dues increase of $15 per 
member (excluding retired and student members) to 
fund this new benefit.   For example, an individual 
membership will be $164 (up from $149 a year) ago, 
beginning with the July 1, 2012 membership renewal 
cycle. However, the cost for just ONE Click, Listen & 
Learn program is $175 for members and $300 for non
-members. Taking advantage of just one of the 
resources in the 24/7 online library more than pays 
for the increase in your individual membership. 

The renewal cycle will remain the same. As an 
example, a member whose membership does not 
expire until January, will be able to take advantage of 
the new 24/7 online resource library for six months 
without incurring any additional cost. 

For more information, contact your Chapter leaders 

or call APWA at 1-800-848-APWA (2792).     

New 24/7 online library available July 1New 24/7 online library available July 1New 24/7 online library available July 1   

http://apwacongress2012.com/volunteer


Committee Chairs 2012Committee Chairs 2012Committee Chairs 2012   

President  
Mr. Mike Cannon Work: (805) 544-7407 
Cannon Corporation Fax: (805) 544-3863 
1050 Southwood Drive Email: mikec@cannoncorp.us 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

President-Elect 
Mr. Steve Kahn Work: (805) 925-0951  
Utilities Engineer Fax: (805) 
City of Santa Maria Email: skahn@ci.santa-maria.ca.us 
2065 E. Main Street 
Santa Maria, CA 93454 

Past President 
Mr. Michael W. Luther Work: (805) 875-8272 
Senior Civil Engineer Fax: (805) 875-8372 
City of Lompoc  Cell: (805) 315-7124 
100 Civic Center Plz E-mail: m_luther@ci.lompoc.ca.us  
Lompoc, CA 93436-6969 

Treasurer  
Ms. Brooke Bayne Work: (805) 544-4011 
Wallace Group  Fax: (805) 544-4294 
612 Clarion Court Email: brookeb@wallacegroup.us 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

Secretary 
Mr. David M. Athey  Work: (805) 470-3388  
Public Works Director Email: dathey@atascadero.org  
City of Atascadero  
6907 El Camino Real 
Atascadero, CA 93422 

Delegate 
Mr. Don Spagnolo Work: (805) 473-5440 
928 Menusa Court Fax: (805) 473-5443 
Santa Maria, CA 93458 Cell: (805) 459-1757 
  E-mail: directordon8@comcast.net   

Historian 
Mr. Marshall Pihl  Work: (805) 544-7407 
Cannon Corporation Fax: (805) 544-3863 
1050 Southwood Drive Email: marshallp@cannoncorp.us  
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
  

Chair, Golf Tournament Committee / Webmaster 
Ms. Kelly Druse Work: (805) 544-0707 
Project Engineer Fax: (805) 544-2052 
Rick Engineering E-mail: kdruse@rickengineering.com 
711 Tank Farm Road, Suite 110  
San Luis Obispo, CA  93401-7068  

Chair, Awards Committee 
Mr. Stephen A. Orosz  Work: (805) 688-7814 
President  Fax: (805) 688-7814 
Orosz Engineering Group, Inc.  Cell: (805) 680-1586 
PO Box 1262 (mail)  E-mail: steve@oegsite.com 
3395 Sagunto Street (street) 
Santa Ynez, CA  93460  
 
Chair, Membership Committee  

Mr. Ken Pruett  Work: (805) 684-0743  
Sr. Program Manager  E-mail: ken.pruett@arcadis-us.com  
ARCADIS U.S., Inc. 
Highway 1 North 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405 

Chair, Education & Training Committee 
Mr. Mike Cannon Work: (805) 544-7407 
Cannon   Fax: (805) 544-3863 
1050 Southwood Drive Email: mikec@cannoncorp.us 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

Newsletter Editor 
Ms. Aimee Snyder Work: (805) 925-2345 Ext. 100 
Marketing Coordinator Fax: (805) 925-1539 
Penfield & Smith Email: als@penfieldsmith.com   
210 E. Enos Drive, Suite A 
Santa Maria, CA 93454 

Executive Board 2012Executive Board 2012Executive Board 2012   
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